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INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY 
Marburg University Medical School Pre-Clinical 1976 – 78 Preclinical 

 Heidelberg University Medical School Clinical 1978 – 81 and Prediploma in Psychology 
Marburg University Medical School Pediatric Internship 1981 – 83  

Middlesex Hospital Med School, London, UK Rotating Internships 1982 Internal Medicine, Obstetrics 
Heidelberg University MD 1984  

Marburg University Children's Hospital Pediatric Resident 1983 – 87 General Pediatrics, Pediatric 
Nephrology 

Yale University Medical School 
(Internal Medicine, Nephrology) 

Postdoc Research 1987 – 90 Cloning of a rabbit renal Na/H 
exchanger 

Personal Statement 
Dr.  Hildebrandt is an Investigator of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and the Warren E. Grupe Professor 
of Pediatrics at Harvard University. He is the chief of nephrology at Boston Children’s Hospital. Dr. 
Hildebrandt’s work is concerned with the identification and functional characterization of recessive single-gene 
causes of kidney diseases in children. His group has identified over 30 novel kidney disease genes. This work 
implicated the primary cilium and centrosomes in nephronophthisis, thereby contributing to the identification of 
“ciliopathies” as a new class of human disease. Gene identification also extends to nephrotic syndrome and 
congenital malformations of the kidney and urinary tract. His lab studies the function of newly identified disease 
genes in disease models of mice and zebrafish. We developed efficient methods for gene identification using 
whole exome resequencing and other highly-parallel sequencing techniques. Recently, we showed that DNA 
damage repair plays a role in the pathogenesis of ciliopathies (Chaki et al. Cell 150:355-48, 2012; Zhou et al., 
Nat Genet 44:910-15, 2012). 
Positions and Honors 
Academic Appointments 
1990 – 1995 Pediatric Registrar (C1), Venia legendi in Pediatrics 1995 
1995 – 2001 Attending in General Pediatrics and Ped. Nephrology, Freiburg Univ. Children's Hospital 
2001 – Present Professor of Pediatrics, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
2001 – Present Professor of Human Genetics, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
01/2008 – Present Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) 
07/2012 - Present Warren E. Groupe Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School 
03/2013 - Present Chief, Divsion of Nephrology, Boston’s Children’s Hospital 
Honors and Awards 
1982 – 1983 Scholarship of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 
1987 – 1989 Personal training grant by the German Research Foundation (DFG) 
1989  Fellowship grant by the American Heart Association (AHA), Connecticut Chapter 
1997  Franz Volhard Award of the German Society of Nephrology 
1997  Outstanding Research Award of Freiburg University Hospital 
1998 – 2002 Heisenberg Scholar of the German Research Foundation (DFG) 
2001 – Present Frederick G.L. Huetwell Professor for the Cure and Prevention of Birth Defects 
2004  E. Mead Johnson Award for Pediatric Research (SPR) 
2005  Elected Member of the Association of American Physicians 
2005 – 2009 Thrasher Research Fund Award 
2006 – Present Doris Duke Distinguished Clinical Scientist Award 
2007  Elected Member of the German National Academy of Sciences 
01/2008 – Present Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) 
2009  Lillian Jean Kaplan Award for Polycystic Kidney Disease Research (ISN) 
2011 – 2013 March of Dimes Research Grant 
 
Memberships and Offices in Professional Societies 
Am Soc Nephrol, Internat Soc Nephrol, Internat Ped Nephrol Assoc, Eur Soc Ped Nephrol, Soc Ped Res, Am 
Soc Hum Genet, Eur Soc Hum Genet, Hum Genome Org, Am Assoc Adv Science, Am Heart Assoc (Member 
of the Council) Editorial Boards: Journal of the American Society of Nephrology (2001-2005); Nephrology, 
Dialysis and Transplantation (2001-2005); Pediatric Nephrology (2001-2005). 
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